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Our Mission 

The Oregon Aviation 
Historical Society was 
incorporated in June 1983  by 
a group of aviation 
enthusiasts who recognized 
the need to preserve Oregon’s 
rich aviation heritage for the 
benefit and enjoyment of 
future generations. 

Its purposes are to collect, 
preserve, restore and exhibit 
aviation artifacts; to develop 
facilities for the restoration 
and preservation of artifacts, 
public viewing and exhibition 
of the collection; to establish 
and maintain an Oregon 
Aviation Hall of Fame; 
establish a resource center for 
Oregon aviation historical 
research and to disseminate 
information about Oregon 
aviation history. 
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In 2023 OAHS aspires to do more:  more restoration, more preservation, more 

education, more storytelling.  So we were excited to start the year strong by 

presenting the topic “Oregon’s Women Aviators of the 1930’s” at the Cottage 

Grove Community Center on January 21st.  Historian Dave Hedberg of Outdoor 

History Consulting researched and compiled the content and graciously shared 

his work with OAHS.  Executive director Rachael Heuser spoke at the Cottage 

Grove Historical Society’s membership meeting to audience of about 25 people.  

They were happy to learn about four remarkable students who received their 

training at the Tex Rankin School of Flying:  Mary Riddel, Ann Bohrer, Leah 

Hing, and Dorothy Hester.  At the lecture, Rachael explained how these women 

overcame challenges, confronted their fears, and stopped at nothing to reach their 

goals.  All of us can learn from their persistence and determination, whether we’re 

pilots or not. 

 

We deeply appreciate Dave Hedberg’s research, and we look forward to future 

collaborations with him!  In December he presented on a similar topic, “Storming 

the Skies: the 1930 Northwest Air Tour and Women Aviators” in Vancouver for 

the Clark County Historical Museum.  Learn more about his work at 

OutdoorHistoryConsulting.com. 

 

If you didn’t get a chance to attend the January 21
st
 presentation, stay tuned for 

upcoming dates and locations.  Would you like OAHS to present at your EAA 

chapter, club, local museum, school, or other event?  Just call or email us and 

we’ll discuss dates!  We love to spread the story of Oregon aviation:  ordinary 

people achieving the extraordinary. 

 

 

Oregon’s Women Aviators of the 1930’s 
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Random Flight 

FEBRUARY 2023 

Greetings. 

 

I’ve been thinking lately about the coming season.  We’ll be open on 

Saturdays from 10AM to 4PM starting May 6th until October 1st.  Of 

course, in the meantime we are open Tuesday through Friday from 10 

AM to 4PM and we invite you to call and make an appointment during 

the off season or you can just stop by.  Admission is free but we do accept 

donations. 

 

That brings me to another thought. During the open season volunteers to 

be a docent, and help when we have an event are needed. Currently there 

are only three events scheduled. The last Saturday in June is WINGS N’ 

WHEELS, the first Saturday in August is The Jim Wright Memorial 

Stearman Fly-In and finally Saturday of Labor Day Weekend is The Great 

Oregon Homebuilt Fly-in. Becoming a docent is a great way to learn 

about Oregon’s rich aviation history and pass it on to others. Aviation 

and more specifically, general aviation was enriched from the plans/kit 

built experimental aircraft population.  One of the largest kit plane 

manufacturers is located in Aurora, Oregon.  Vans Aircraft produces 

everything from a single seat to a four seat high performance aircraft as 

well as a couple of “Light Sport” craft. 

 

Until the next time, keep an 

eye on our web site and if 

you’re in the area stop by. 

The coffee is usually on. 

 

Doug Kindred 

Board President  

President Doug, in the OAHS Museum Hangar 
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Gift Shop 

Have you visited the OAHS gift shop lately?   Check  out these unique  items that can’t be found anywhere else! 

 

The newest addition to the museum’s engine collection is this extremely rare Scott 
“Flying Squirrel” engine.  Donated a number of years ago by John Patton, it was 
brought back to display-life by Mark Cholewinski .  You should come see it!! 

 

So what is a Scott “Flying Squirrel”? Well, it is basically a Scott motorcycle engine 
built in England in the 1920’s and 30’s that was converted for use as an aircraft 
engine (there’s a YouTube video of Jay Leno riding his 1925 Scott motorcycle!). 

 

The aircraft version is a 2 cycle air-cooled engine of 30 
horsepower.  While several are on display in England, 
we know of no other US musuem that has a “flying 

squirrel”!!  It’s a must-see! 

Scott “Flying Squirrel” 
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February 2023 marks the 
102nd anniversary of the 
state’s Department of 
Aviation– commemorate this 
achievement with one of our 
license plates! 
 

Judy Wagner Black’s book traces 
her father’s Harold Wagner’s 
history as a self-taught 
homebuilder and time at 
Bernard’s Field in Beaverton, 
Oregon and his numerous designs 
and inventions.  We have this and 
many other books for sale!  

We’re having a sale on all of our t-shirts!  We 
need to clear our inventory and make room for 
new merchandise.  All t-shirts are now $10!  

See more selection at the museum or shop online: 
 

oregonaviation.org/gift-shop  
 

 ebay.com/usr/oregonaviation 
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Have you moved? 

Make sure we have 
your current mailing address! 
Write to us at OAHS 
2475 Jim Wright Way 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424 
or send an email to: 
oregonaviation.org@gmail.com 

. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Oregon aviation pioneers strongly influenced events that helped make the founding of the Experimental 
Aircraft Association possible.  Their story has been told in different aviation publications over the years, 
but has quickly been overtaken by the urgency of more current events and consigned to the dusty back 
shelves of history.  The following is a brief journey through this very interesting period in Oregon aviation 
history.  I highly recommend referring to the sources listed at the end for additional information. 
 
In the Smithsonian Air and Space Musuem, among the many examples of America’s high tech aerospace 
accomplishments, sits a decidedly retro-looking little low-wing single place aircraft.  It’s an Oregon 
homebuilt, classic tube and fabric construction with wire-braced wood wings, powered by a Continental 
A65 with instrumentation typical of a contemporary Piper J3.  This aircraft, built by Oregonian Tom Story 
in 1939, was based on fellow Oregonian Les Long’s 1935 low-wing “Longster,” recently restored to display 
condition by the Oregon Aviation Historical Society.  Les Long is considered by many to be the father of 
homebuilding in the Pacific Northwest.  Characteristics of his designs, incorporated in the 1954 Tom Story
-designed “Story Specials,” were carried forward into the Pete Powers’ designed “Fly Baby.” 
 
By 1946, Tom Story’s airplane had been acquired by George Bogardus.  It was modified with a sliding 
canopy and renamed “Little Gee Bee” (no relation to the Granville Brothers racers).  George and his 
unassuming little airplane would play a key role in convincing the Civil Aeronautics Administration to 
write the regulations that made the modern homebuilding movement possible. 
 
But first, the back story. 
 
Homebuilding literally took off in the years following WWI.  Plans were sold for many different designs 
and construction articles were published in periodicals.  This was essentially a technological wild, wild 
west filled with enthusiasm, imagination, creativity, and innovation– not always intelligently applied.  
Enter the sheriff in the guise of the Bureau of Air Commerce, authorized by Congress and charged with 
overseeing all things aviation, including certification and registration.  Early on, inspection, registration, 
and regulation were lax, but by the mid-30’s the Bureau (later the Civil Aeronautics Administration) 
started clamping down.  An Experimental Certificate was virtually unobtainable unless the aircraft was 
intended for air racing, exhibition, or in development to qualify for a Standard Airworthiness Certificate.  
Homebuilding was pretty much shut down across the country except in Oregon, a hotbed of 
homebuilding activity throughout this period.  The state had gotten into the act early on by creating the 
very first Bureau of Aeronautics in 1921 which began issuing aircraft and pilot licenses five years before 
the BAC came into existence.  This was the foundation on which the movement was built, and groups of 
enthusiasts became active in several western Oregon cities.  The largest was at Charlie Bernard’s Field in 
Beaverton.  Les Long, Tom Story, George Yates, Walt Rupert, “Buz” Buswell, and others designed and 
built many successful low-powered aircraft which were ultimately based there.  The BAC/CAA’s 
increasing efforts to enforce federal regulations didn’t deter this group.  They saw the jurisdictional 
dispute as a state’s rights issue and took great pride in becoming known as the “Beaverton Outlaws.”  
Figuratively speaking (at the very least), these enthusiasts gave the feds the one-finger salute and 
continued designing, building, and flying, citing their Oregon licenses as legal authority.  Only the start of 
WWII brought their activities to a halt. 
 
Fast forward to the war’s end.  The airplanes were still flyable and the interest was still there, but the 
CAAA had renewed its hard stand against homebuilts.  George Bogardus drove to (continued on page 5) 
 

The Oregon/EAA Connection 
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(continued from page 4) Washington DC in 1946 to obtain a special flight permit, granted only to pre-
ware homebuilts and requiring frequent renewal.  The following year, George made the same long 
trip, this time in “Little Gee Bee” to provide undeinable proof to the CAA that homebuilt aircraft 
could be built and flown safely.  It took 8 days as he made several stops to gather support from like-
minded aviation enthusiasts across the country.  But once wasn’t enough to convince hidebound 
bureacrats.  George flew “Little Gee Bee” across the country again in 1951.  With each trip the 
groundswell grew and, with other forces into play, the movement finally became too strong to 
ignore.  The regulations establishing the requirements for licensing Experimental, Homebuilt were 
issued by the CAA in 1952. 
 
George was aviation’s version of Don Quixote.  The difference?  George made his “impossible 
dream” come true.  His planned organization, the American Airmen’s Association, was stillborn, but 
Paul Poberezny founded the Experimental Aircraft Association in January 1953.  As they say, the rest 
is history.  In 1993 George was among the first three aviators inducted into the EAA Homebuilders 
Hall of Fame.  He was in good company.  The other two were Paul Poberezny and Steve Wittman.  
Les Long, whose 1935 design provided the spark, followed in 2000. 
 
“Little Gee Bee” sat disassembled and neglected until after George’s death in 1997.  Dick 
VanGrunsven, along with other members of EAA Chapter 105, restored it to display condition for its 
acceptance into the Smithsonian family in 2007.  It doesn’t exactly fit our current image of a cross-
country airplane, but certainly served George’s purpose and finally occupies a well-deserved place 
of honor in our National Air and Space Museum.  The little airplane that could– and did. 
 
Stan Loer           

 
References:               

• OregonAviation.org:  Hall of Fame and Restoration pages 

• Story Little Gee Bee:  Smithsonian Air and Space Museum photos 

• George Bogardus:  “Barnstorming the Beltway” Air and Space Magazine; “Previous story about Oregon’s aviation 
history” OregonLive (The Oregonian) 

• Beaverton Outlaws:  “Beaverton Outlaws and the Oregon Experience,” VNE Productions; “The Resistance” Air 
and Space Magazine 

 

 

Would you like OAHS to present this or another topic at your EAA chapter, school, history center, or other venue? Just 
contact us! We’re happy to travel and share Oregon’s incredible aviation story. 



541.543.1068— www.OregonAviation.org — oregonaviation.org@gmail.com 
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Have you renewed your membership dues yet?  

YES—I want to help preserve Oregon’s aviation past for future generations.   
Please renew or enroll me as a member of OAHS at the following level (check one): 

____Contributor $100/yr  ____Sustaining $50/yr  ____Family $35/yr  ____Associate $25/yr 

Name (please print) ___________________________________________________________ Date _____________ 

Home phone (_____)_______________________ Email ________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________________ State ___________ Zip _________________________ 

Associate membership includes: discount at OAHS gift shop 

Family membership includes: 10% discount at OAHS gift shop 

Sustaining membership includes: Two entries to Wings & Wheels, & 10% discount at OAHS gift shop 

Contributing membership: All benefits of Sustaining & OAHS T-shirt of your choice. 

The Oregon Aviation Historical Society is a Domestic Non-Profit Corporation  
(Tax ID 93-0863957) 

Annual Membership Meeting & Events 

Spring is just  around the corner, and that means it’s almost time for our annual membership 

meeting!  We invite you to OAHS on Saturday, April 15th.  At noon come enjoy coffee and desserts, then at 
12:30pm listen to  President  Doug Kindred and Vice-President Tim Talen present the annual OAHS update.   
At 1:00pm Dave Hedberg will deliver a history talk about Portland’s pioneering women aviators.  We’re 
delighted he’s traveling from Portland to present!  Join us on April 15th to connect with other enthusiasts 
dedicated to preserving Oregon’s rich aviation heritage.   
 
June 24th kicks off our summer event season with Wings & Wheels.  Mark your calendars! 
 
Saturday, April 15 12:00pm– Annual Membership Meeting.   “Portland’s Women Aviators” talk by Dave 
Hedberg at 1:00pm. 
Saturday, June 24– Wings and Wheels Fly-in and Car Show 
Saturday, August 5– Jim Wright Memorial Stearman Fly-in 
Saturday, September 3– Great Oregon Homebuilt Fly-in 

Keep up to date at  

 
facebook.com/OregonAviationHS 
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