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There are new decals available 
at the museum, featuring the 
new logoð two versionsð  
a regular decal ð 
or a vinyl cling  
for inside windows.  
Stop and pick one up! 

Our Mission  

The Oregon Aviation 

Historical Society was 

incorporated in June 1983  

by a group of aviation 

enthusiasts who recognized 

the need to preserve 

Oregonõs rich aviation 

heritage for the benefit and 

enjoyment of future 

generations.  

Its purposes are to collect, 

preserve, restore and exhibit 

aviation artifacts; to develop 

facilities for the restoration 

and preservation of artifacts, 

public viewing and 

exhibition of the collection; to 

establish and maintain an 

Oregon Aviation Hall of 

Fame; establish a resource 

center for Oregon aviation 

historical research and to 

disseminate information 

about Oregon aviation 

history.  
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The Purple Pen 

What a summer! 

Here at OAHS, in 2020, we kept trying 

to plan events, fly-ins, pancake 

breakfasts and gatherings with friends, 

but nearly each time COVID-19 

restrictions on social events cancelled 

our arrangements.  

Now itôs September and we look back and ask what DID we do? 

Restoration work on all projects is continuing. The volunteers faithfully 

show up each week to weld, glue and stitch the bodies of Wimpy or the 

Great Lakes back together.  

Be sure to thank our dedicated restoration volunteers when you see themð

Jakonah Mattson-Bell, Dennis Whittington, Mark Baxter and Tim Talen. 

The only event hosted was the 42nd Annual Jim Wright Memorial Stearman 
Fly-in, held on August 1. Friends with their wonderful aircraft visited the 
field and stayed a couple of days.  

Thanks to Molly and Keith Littlefield for a terrific day! See photos of this 
yearôs attendees scattered throughout this newsletter. 

 

If the roar of a radial engine stirs your blood, you donôt want to miss out on 
next yearôs annual gathering of Stearman WW II trainers.  

The first weekend in August, 2021ðas always, weôd love to see you! 

By Janice Scanlon  

It was an honor for the 
OAHS Board of Directors to 
add James L. Wright to the 
Oregon Aviation Hall of 
Fame during the 2020 
Stearman Fly-In. 

Jim Wright was a skilled 
aviator who had a passion 
for preserving aviation 
history and the exhilaration 
of high-speed flight. 
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Over the last few weeks I have had the opportunity to 

travel to California and Nevada on an old airplane 

gathering junket. While I did accomplish the goal of 

retrieving some engine parts that I could have lost 

foreverðit got me to thinking about our aviation 

world and how museums relate to preserving our great 

history. You seeð if those engine parts had not been 

identified and preserved, they would never have been reunited with the rest of 

the engine to which they belonged. So too, if someone does not identify and 

preserve our Oregon aviation history it will, indeed, be lost. That is why your 

museum is so important and why we need EVERYONEôS HELP! 

Artifacts and histories of aviation events will fade and disappear if not 

preservedðtime is not our friend.  Even though 2020 has not been a very 

positive year, we are confident the museum will not only survive, but will play a 

significant role in preserving our aviation history. 

If we do not do our partðwho will? Is it imperative? Absolutely!  

Here are just three (of many) areas of aviation history that need to be researched 

and documented immediately: 

¶ A 100-year historical account of the Oregon Department of Aviation. There 

are bits and pieces of this information available, but not compiled. 

¶ A directory of all homebuilt aircraft built under Oregon State licensing 

regulations, from 1921 through 1941 

¶ A post-WWII inventory of Oregonôs significant homebuilt ñmilestoneò 

aircraft and their contributions 
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AN HISTORICAL IMPERATIVE 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2020 

Timôs Montana 
Mailplane: 

1928 Stearman C3B  

This aircraft was restored 
by Tim because of its 
significant state history.  
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OAHS For Sale Items:  

One of the key methods of fundraising for the operation of the 

museum is through the sale of surplus, or donated items. Look 

at www.OregonAviation.org  or on www.ebay.com  for the 

items currently for sale.  

OAHS has successfully completed the sale of the RV-6A aircraft donated by the heirs of one of our late 
friends, Dick Fronczak. This effort was accomplished by a dedicated team of OAHS volunteers. President 
Doug Kindred brought the possibility of selling the RV to the OAHS Board. Shawn Kelley provided the 
inspection and repairs necessary to bring the plane to flying status. Member Gary Ludeke assisted with the 
familiarization flight. The paperwork was completed, promotional messages created and scores of inquiries 
were fielded.  

Our new friend, Christopher Crick, of Corvallis, is now the owner of this meticulously constructed aircraft. 
Thank you to all who assisted in this project. 

Shawn Kelley  Doug Kindred  

SOLD!  RV-6A 
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Remember, OAHS has other 
projects for sale! 

http://www.oregonaviation.org
http://www.evay.com

