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Our Mission  

The Oregon Aviation 

Historical Society was 

incorporated in June 1983  

by a group of aviation 

enthusiasts who recognized 

the need to preserve 

Oregonõs rich aviation 

heritage for the benefit and 

enjoyment of future 

generations.  

Its purposes are to collect, 

preserve, restore and exhibit 

aviation artifacts; to develop 

facilities for the restoration 

and preservation of artifacts, 

public viewing and 

exhibition of the collection; to 

establish and maintain an 

Oregon Aviation Hall of 

Fame; establish a resource 

center for Oregon aviation 

historical research and to 

disseminate information 

about Oregon aviation 

history.  

Vol. ʱʸ, Issue ʳ 

In 1929, twins, Don and Dale Holmes, at the young age of 17, built their 

own glider in a shed on their farm. Over the years, at  Bernardôs Field, this 

plane received many modifications to the fuselage, wings and three 

different tail designs.  

It was, at first, a glider, then the brothers approached Les Long and asked 

that a Harlequin Long B87 motor be added (in 1934). These young men 

flew with the Beaverton Outlaws with 

OR license plate #13 and CAA 

registration number N10675.  

Dale and Don (who never held pilot 

certificates) built their own propellers 

by first using a double-bit ax and 

finishing them with a draw knife and 

planer. Not able to acquire all the 

gauges they needed to fill the 

instrument panel, the boys used 

decals to represent an oil pressure 

gauge and tachometer. They 

fashioned their own real tachometer, complete with a hand-drawn face. 

Itôs on display in the OAHS Library. 

These brothers most often flew from Beaverton to Aurora, Newberg, 

Sherwood, Hillsboro, Middleton, and Cornelius, Oregon. Flying regularly 

over an 8-year period, the monoplane was last flown on April 04, 1946. 

There is a wonderful story, entitled ñThe Holmes Northrup Airplaneò in the 

September, 2010 Issue of Vintage Airplane. 

Next time you visit the museum ask to see this amazing piece of history. 

OAHS Now Has Ten Oregon Heritage  

Homebuilts in Our Collection! 

Collection of Oregon Heritage Homebuilt Aircraft at the 

Oregon Aviation Historical Society: 

1. Everly Whiffle Hen 

2. Holmes 
Glider/monoplane 

3. Longster Anzani 

4. McManimen BiPlane 

5. Muessig P-1 

6. PSE Racer 

7. Rupert Special 

8. Smith BiPlane 

9. Wimpy 

10. Yates Geodetic 
Fuselage 
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The OAHS Newsletter is published  

by the Society  

(2475 Jim Wright Way,  

Cottage Grove, OR 97424),  

 edited by Janice Scanlon  

for the benefit of the members.  

Please contact us today if you  

would like to contribute  

to the next Newsletter.  
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RANDOM FLIGHT 

DECEMBER 2020 

Greetings.  

I hope everyone is starting to get the holiday spirit. What a year it's 

been. I don't know about you but I'm trying really hard to be positive. 

As I'm writing this, our òpowers that beó have announced a two week 

shut down. That's enough of my pity party. Time to think ahead and 

send this year out with a bang.  

Next year will be very important! It marks a milestone in, not only 

Oregon's history, but the nation as well. On February 11, 1921 Oregon 

was the first state to create a Department of Aviation. Rules and 

regulations were enacted to test and issue licenses to pilots.  

Prior to the war Oregonians designed, built and flew after obtaining a 

license to fly within the state. After the war ñduring which all general 

aviation aircraft were grounded ñthe federal government restricted 

home built aircraft. So, in 1947 an Oregon pilot flew his home built 

craft from Troutdale, Oregon to Washington DC and lobbied congress 

to create what became the Experimental category.  

Before this virus hit, plans were made to raise funds for a celebration 

around the state and a trip to the big show in Oshkosh, Wisconsin to 

show off five historic Oregon homebuilts and Tex Rankins' Great 

Lakes bi -plane. The event is next July so we still plan to do it but we 

could definitely use some help. Donations to sponsor the planes are 

needed. All of our fund raising events were canceled this past summer 

so we are way behind.  

There is so much more history to see at our museum and on our web 

site. We are open by appointment during the winter Tuesday through 

Friday and some of us board members can be happy to even be 

available on Saturday, or even Sunday.  

The board and volunteers 

want to wish everyone the 

Happiest of Holidays and a 

Happy, Healthy New Year !  

Doug Kindred  

Board President  

President Doug, in the OAHS Museum Hangar  
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2020 Gift Ideas at OAHS!  

One of the key methods of fundraising for the operation of the museum is 

through the sale of surplus, or donated items. Look at 

www.OregonAviation.org  or on www.ebay.com  for the items currently 

for sale.  

Aviation Art Prints, Books, Books and more Books! & Collectible 
Magazinesðabout pilots, for pilots and just-for-fun! 

 

Watch for news of the next 

Just releasedðJudy Wagner Blackôs Book about her father, Harold Wagner.  
This book is available for purchase at OAHS and on Amazon.com. This would be an 
ideal gift for the pilot or dreamer among us. 

From the first page, this biographical portrait of Mr. 
Wagner is riveting. Beginning with a Helen Keller quote, 
ñLife is either a daring adventure or nothing at all,ò Judy 
has captured the daring and courageous adventure that 
was her fatherôs life. Many Oregon pilots are conscious of 
this gentlemanôs life-long exploration of flight and his 
very innovative experimental ñWild Twinò designs (see 
picture at left). A big thank you goes out to Judy for not 
only her book, but also her donation of all Haroldôs 
logbooks, photos and memorabilia. This is a wonderful 
treasure for our archives and worth exploring. His 
inspirational spirit lives on at OAHS. 

Keep up to date at  
www.facebook.com/OregonAviationHS  

Or 

www.OregonAviation.org  

A Texaco collectible of the 
1940 Grumman Goose makes 
an excellent gift for aviation 
enthusiasts. 

http://www.oregonaviation.org
http://www.evay.com

