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Our Mission 
 
The Oregon Aviation 
Historical Society was 
incorporated in June 1983 
through the efforts of a group 
of aviation enthusiasts who 
recognized the need to 
preserve Oregon’s rich 
aviation heritage for the 
benefit and enjoyment of 
future generations. 
 
Its purposes are to collect, 
preserve, restore and exhibit 
aviation artifacts; to develop 
facilities for the restoration 
and preservation of artifacts, 
p u b l i c  v i e w i n g  a n d 
exhibition of the collection; 
to establish and maintain an 
Oregon Aviation Hall of 
Fame; establish a resource 
center for Oregon aviation 
historical research and to 
disseminate information 
about Oregon aviation 
history. 

 
What’s Inside 

 
Annual Mtg               Page 1 
Hall of Fame.             Page 1 
Hall of Fame con’t     Page 2 
Random Flight           Page 3 
Renewal Time!          Page 3 
Board Election           Page 4 
Annual Mtg con’t      Page 5 
Stinson Update          Page 5 
Odds and Ends           Page 6 
From the Archives     Page 7 

Annual Meeting April 12, 2014 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Oregon Aviation Historical Society 
membership will once again be held at the History Center.  Not 
only will this allow members to visit with each other, it will pro-
vide an opportunity to see what has been happening with the 
restoration projects over the last year. 
 
If you plan to attend, please send your RSVP in as quickly as 
possible so we can plan for enough food for everyone.  For more 
information on lunch, please see page 5. 
 

2014 Oregon Aviation Hall of Fame Inductee: 
Col. James L. “Les” Meadows 

 
We are delighted to induct Colonel 
James L. “Les” Meadows, USAF Re-
serve (Ret) into the Oregon Aviation 
Hall of Fame.  His sons will be here 
to present information on Col. 
Meadows and to receive the award. 
 
“Les” was born in Elgin, Oregon on 
March 5, 1902.  He was raised in 
Oregon and graduated from North 
Bend High School, North Bend, 
Oregon in 1925 where he was stu-
dent body president his senior year.  
He was the oldest of three children 
born to James Wade Meadows  and 
his wife Albertina Brodbeck Mead-

ows.  From March – July 1927 he underwent pilot training as a 
Flying Cadet at San Antonio, Texas; he received his commercial 
pilot’s license in 1929 having worked at the Tex Rankin School 
of Flying in Portland.  He was commissioned a Second Lieuten-
ant in the Army Air Corps Reserve, effective December 8, 1930, 
following pilot training at Brooks Field, Texas and received his 
pilot’s wings on 30 December, 1930.         Continued on page 2 
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encouraged but should relate to Oregon 

Aviation history.   
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Hall of Fame, continued 
 
His inactive military service from 1931 – 1939 was served as a 
pilot of  miscellaneous aircraft during his reserve two weeks ac-
tive duty tours with the 321st Observation Squadron at Pearson 
Air Park, Vancouver, Washington.   
 
From 1930 – 1936, Col. Meadows was the part owner of Ras-
mussen and Meadows Flying Service in Portland.  Not only was 
he a pilot, he was also responsible for air service, operations, 
and maintenance.  From 1937 – 1940 he was a pilot and sales-
man for General Petroleum Corporation in Portland, Oregon.  
On September 5, 1940 he was assigned to extended active duty 
and from September 1940 – October 1941 was the base opera-
tions officer and administrative officer of the Air Corps Detach-
ment, Salt Lake City, Utah.  He was promoted to Captain, Army 
Air Corps Reserve, in December 1941.  From October 1941 – 
October 1943 he was the Commanding Officer, Pilot Training 
Group, Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron at Williams 
Field, Arizona, which was the primary advanced fighter training 
base for the P-38 fighter.  As the Director of Pilot Training, he 
was checked out in such various aircraft as the B-17, B-25,  
B-26, P-38, AT-11, UC-78, AT-6, BT-13, C-47, and C-45.  He 
was promoted to Major in November 1942 and was designated 
a Senior Pilot on November 25, 1942.  From November 1943 – 
July 1944 Colonel Meadows was the Headquarters Comman-
dant and Airdrome Operations Director, Headquarters 
AAFWFTC, Santa Ana, California.  While attending the Aerial 
Gunnery School for the B-17 and B-26 aircraft in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, in August 19944, he was promoted to Lieutenant Colo-
nel. 
 
He flew B-25 combat missions in the Pacific theater in 1944 
and was released from active service in 1947.  After leaving ac-
tive service, “Les” was the Manager of the city owned Municipal 
Airport in North Bend, Oregon from July 1947 – July 1948.  He 
relocated to Portland, Oregon and from September 1948 – June 
1949 was the Executive Secretary of the Aviation Commission 
for the City of Portland.  In this position he promoted and de-
veloped aviation policies beneficial to city. He subsequently was 
employed as a salesman for Gill Automotive Company.  He was 
recalled to active duty in 1950 and served with the 403rd Troop 
Carrier Wing during the Korean War. 
 
It is an honor to add Col. Meadows to the Oregon Aviation Hall 
of Fame. 

Stinson Update 
 

As you know, in the last newsletter we reported that the Stinson was finished, had 
passed her inspection, and was up and flying.  As the newsletter was being printed, 
however, there was a tarmac accident and the Stinson is temporarily grounded.  No one 
was hurt, but there was damage to the aircraft.  The repairs are being performed at an 
excellent pace, and the old gal should be ready for inspection again by the time the 
2014 flying season arrives.   
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From the Archives 
By Davena Amick-Elder 

 
What a little gem I found in the ar-
chives!  The Robert Hofer collection 
had this little beauty tucked away 
in the back of the box, and to my 
surprise, it seems to be a complete 
game.  The rules had to be located 
online, but all of the cards were in 
place.  The goal of the game is to 
get rid of all of your “Mail Cards,” 
but the trick is that you have to lay 
them down in numerical order.  
Each Mail Card has a city and a 
number, relating to the Air Mail 
route.   Along with the Mail Cards, 
however, there are “Delay/Release” 
cards, which can slow you or your 

opponent down in the process.  Players are 
dealt 5 Mail Cards.  A player starts her turn 
by drawing a Mail Card and playing as many 
cities in sequence as possible.  She then 
draws cards to refill her hand and may play 
new cards drawn if they continue the se-
quence.  When she can no longer play Mail 
Cards she draws 1 of the Delay/Release 
cards and follows the instructions.  

 
 
A High Speed card allows an extra turn and a  
Transfer card forces the player who draws it to 
skip a turn, as does any card that says “Lose 
Next Turn.”  If the player draws a Delay card, 
it is played on her opponent, who must then 
play a Release card before he can resume his 
city sequence.   
 
Along with the game were 21 flag cards (see 
below) that have nothing to do with the 
“Wings” game but maybe one of our readers 

will recognize the cards and help us 
figure out where they came from.  
They are in full color and are defi-
nitely not current.  If you have any 
info on what these cards are (part of 
a set maybe?) please let us know. 



Odds and Ends 
 

*On Tuesday, February 18, President Kindred and Admin Assistant DJ Amick-Elder 
traveled to the Oregon Department of Aviation to see what they had in their archives.  
As Doug said in his column, we want to give a big shout-out to Rita Rogerson of the 
ODA for her support and assistance in this effort.  We had the chance to copy/scan a 
number of original pilot’s license applications, early license certificates (many with pho-
tos), department board minutes relating to the “Beaverton problem,” and several odds 
and ends that will add a depth of information to several of our collections.  We learned 
that they have records of aircraft crashes and accidents dating from 1942 to 1987, and 
we obtained a list of closed airports.  We’ll be printing and filing this information into 
collections where appropriate, and we’ll find some way to make parts of this available on 
the website.  That’ll take a little time, but we’ll do our best.   
 
*As we move deeper into the 21st Century, we here at the OAHS would like to encourage 
our members to move to a digital newsletter.  You may know that every newsletter is 
digitized and uploaded to the website, but you might not have realized that we can put 
your name on the email list and email a copy directly to your inbox.  Any inserts that 
would normally come with the newsletter can also be sent digitally, or, if you prefer, we 
can still mail them out the old-fashioned way.  If you would like to switch your newslet-
ter from a print version to a digital version, please contact DJ and she’ll set you up. 
 
*Tim Talen and Kyle Bushman have been working on the Great 
Lakes for the last few weeks.  The engine has been repositioned 
to allow room for the accessories and now they are working on 
the cowling.  The work that Ben Farringer has been doing on the 
wings for Wimpy is coming along nicely.  Work days on these two 
aircraft are scheduled for Friday of each week, weather and 
travel permitting.  If you are interested in helping, you can either 

give Tim a call or 
drop DJ an email 
and she’ll get the 
message to Tim.                           

                    
If you attend the Annual Meeting on April 
12th you can see the progress in person! 
 
Photos by Rick Brown of RAB Imaging, © Rick A. 
Brown/www.rabimaging.com. 
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Kyle working on the Great Lakes 

Ben working on the Wimpy 

Tim working on the Great 
Lakes 
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Random Flight 
By President Douglas Kindred 

 
I think I can safely say winter is over. Don’t know about you, but I think 
that snow twice in one season is enough. The second occurrence took 
out our power for about 12 hours, broke several trees and plants and 
destroyed the cover over my hot tub. I hope your winter was better than 
mine. 
  
On the good news side, we’ll be inducting James Lester “Les” Meadows 
into the Hall of Fame at our Annual Meeting in April. Les was a native 
Oregonian and early aviation pioneer. He was not only a pilot in the mili-

tary but also operated a fixed base operation in the Portland area. Meadows worked 
with Tex Rankin and Buz Buswell so he was in good 
company. 
 
DJ and I traveled to the Salem airport and the Depart-
ment of Aviation where we spent an enjoyable day with 
Rita Rogerson perusing the archives. With scanner and 
laptop in hand we copied as much material as we could, 
like the copy of Johnny Bigelow’s 1940 pilot registration 
certificate shown here. The dates range from 1928 up to 
1947. So much to see and so little time. They have so 
much more info available, like data on airports and 
miscellaneous artifacts, that we hope to make a return 
trip. We even brought back a VHF radio base station. 
Not sure if it works but if nothing else, we can use it for a tie down anchor. 
 
I hope you can join us at the Annual Meeting so we can show you what is new! 
 
Safe journeys and fair winds, 
 
Your President, Douglas Kindred 

It’s Renewal Reminder Time! 
 

We are very grateful to those of you who have already renewed your membership for 
2014.  If you have not, please take a moment to do so.  If you received this newsletter 

by mail, you should find a renewal form and return envelope in your newsletter.  
Please call or email if you do not—they do sometimes slip out of the packet.  If you 

would like to make an additional donation for one of the restoration projects, 
please mark the appropriate item on your renewal form.  

 
 Remember that only those members who have renewed their membership 

are eligible to vote for members of the Board of Directors.   
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Board of Directors Elections 
 

This year we have one new applicant to the board and two directors standing for 
re-election.  You can vote for one, two, or all three directors.  If you wish to vote 
for a write-in candidate, their written consent is required prior to the election.   

All ballots must be received by commencement of the Annual 
Meeting on April 12, 2014.   
 
Ray Costello: Ray is a retired Northwest Regional Representa-
tive of AOPA; (1986-2001), retired Assistant Administrator of 
Oregon Aeronautics (now Oregon Dept. of Aviation) 14 years; re-
tired USAF active pilot WW II, Korea, and Vietnam until 1972; 
and a Lifetime member of the OAHS.  Ray has been inducted 
into the Oregon Aviation Hall of Honor at Evergreen Air Mu-
seum and into the Oregon Aviation Hall of Fame. 
 
 
 
Roger Starr: Roger is a retired CPA and realtor who served as 
President of the OAHS for 16 years.  He is a Lifetime member  
of the OAHS, a Past President of the Oregon Antique and Clas-
sic Aircraft Club, and a private pilot.  Roger was a naval flight 
officer from 1969 to 1973. 
 
 
 
Eric Baldwin: For some of you who haven't already met me, I 
would like to say hello and express how excited I am to be on 
board as a director with the society. My aviation background is 
extensive and rather than go on about that, I would simply di-
rect you to my website at www.oldplanepros.com. 
 
I got my start locally just over the ridge at Lowell. After high 
school and a tour of duty in the army 72-75, my flight training 
and technical training from Lane Community College sent me 
on to the Central Pacific and back to the Pacific Northwest for 

employment. Somehow, 25 years slipped by and I found myself retiring as a Lead 
Aircraft Inspector and Technician from United Airlines. 
 
Bringing airworthiness to our SR5 Stinson brought me into the fold 2 years ago. 
Currently, I am working with Tim Talen and other dedicated members to return 
the Stinson to flight. I look forward in working with all of you to continue the pro-
gress and success the museum and society has earned! 
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Annual Meeting 
April 12, 2014 

 
The Annual Meeting will be held at the Oregon Aviation 
History Center, 2475 Jim Wright Way, Cottage Grove, 
Oregon.  The Annual Meeting will take place immedi-
ately following the normally scheduled meeting of the 
Board of Directors, which should end at noon.  Mem-
bers are invited to attend both meetings. 
 
Lunch this year will be catered by The Carousel House.  
Since we are once again meeting in the casual atmos-
phere of the museum, we opted for box lunches.  You 
will have a choice of chicken, ham, or roast beef wraps, 
each with chips, fruit, cookies, potato salad and soda or 
water.   
 
The price for lunch is $15.00 per person.  You may 
RSVP by using the RSVP card that was included in 
your newsletter or by using the “Donate” button on the 
OAHS website.   Once you are taken to the OAHS Pay-

Pal page, use the memo space to tell us how many reservations you need.  In order to 
make sure we have enough food for everyone, please reply by April 4.   

Stinson Update 
 

The Stinson repair is moving right along.  The engine has been repaired and is back 
onsite.  The propeller should be back home the middle of March, and local work is 

proceeding in a timely fashion.  We will keep you updated as things progress. 

Members enjoying lunch at the 2013 Annual 
Meeting.  Won’t you join us this year? 

Anyone Have a Manual for a 1950 Aerotron 500 Transceiver? 
 

The Oregon Department of Aviation has given the OAHS 
this transceiver on long-term loan and we would love 

more information on it before we put it on display. 
 

We have one old advertisement but it is not easy to read 
and we would like to include as much info as possible 

with the transceiver when we put it in the display case. 
 

If you have any information on this item, or one similar 
to it, please contact us via oregonaviation.org@gmail.com 


