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History Center Building Updates
If you haven’t been here in a while, you are really missing out!
In preparation for the summer visitor season, we’ve embarked
on an interior upgrade to really brighten the place up and make
it easier to navigate during busy periods (like the Wings &
Wheels event). As of the publication date of this newsletter we
are still a work in progress, but we anticipate finishing the projects before the summer event season.
We’ve painted the ground floor interior a nice, bright blue and
replaced the old Hall of Fame photo rails with new tracks that
provide enough room for many more photos in the future. Art
that had been stored upstairs in the archive room has been
brought down to be enjoyed, and we’ve rearranged much of the
art that had been on display to give it a more cohesive look.
Finally, we are building a media center in the northeast corner of
the main hangar. We’ve been talking about doing this for a long time and the painting project
sparked the creative drive to get this done. We don’t have a specific timeline, but we work on
it on most Fridays. If you want to help out please let us know and we’ll get you connected.

SUMMER EVENTS
The 3rd Annual Cottage Grove Wings & Wheels is Saturday, June 25. To display your car or aircraft, please
contact us ASAP. Call us at 541-767-0244 or email us
at oregonaviation.org@gmail.com. Gate opens at 11:00
am and admission is $5 for adults aged 16 & up, with
young ones admitted FREE.
Florence Wings & Wheels on July 2nd gives us a
chance to fly the Stinson to the coast.
The Oregon Antique & Classic Aircraft Club Air Tour starts on July 10 here at the
OAHS. We plan to take the Stinson on the tour this year to really show it off.
The Swift Pilots are having their biannual fly-in here on July 15-17. No details are
available at press time, but you are welcome to come out and see these interesting
aircraft at no cost. Saturday is probably the best day to plan on visiting.
Of course, we have the 38th Annual Jim Wright Memorial Stearman Fly-in August
5-7. The pilots arrive throughout the day on the 5th and leave on the 7th, so the
best day to come out and see the biplanes is Saturday, August 6.

Note: our participation in non-OAHS events is not confirmed as off press time.
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Have you moved?
Make sure we have your
current mailing address!
Write us at OAHS, PO Box 553,
Cottage Grove, OR 97424
or send us an email at
oregonaviation.org@gmail.com
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Women in Aviation
Each year we have a display at the Cottage Grove Library, and this
year our theme is “Women in Aviation.” Since many of our newsletter recipients don’t live in Cottage Grove, we thought we’d share a
little piece of that display.
HARRIET QUIMBY, born in 1875 in Michigan, was the face of
women’s aviation in the early 1900s. She got her start as a photo
journalist for Leslie’s Illustrated Weekly in New York, where her
skills propelled her quickly up the ladder to editor. In 1911 she become the first woman in the U.S. (and the second woman in the
world) to earn a pilot’s license. She went on exhibition flights in the
U. S. and Mexico and was the first woman to make a night flight
(1911). She was also the first women to fly her own aircraft across the
English Channel (1912).
One of the things early female aviators had to struggle
with was the flying costume. Remember that at this
time women still wore ankle length dresses, gloves,
and hats on a regular basis, and no self-respecting
woman was seen in trousers. Harriet designed a flight
suit (essentially the first jumpsuit) that became her
trademark look: “a one-piece purple satin outfit with
full knickers reaching below the knee, and high laced
black kid boots below. Her head gear resembled a
monk’s hood, and her accessories were flying goggles,
elbow-length matching gauntlet-style driving gloves,
and a long leather coat for cold weather flying.” (26)
On July 1, 1912, she and a passenger took to the skies
at the Boston Air Meet, where Harriet planned to
break the over-water speed record of 58 mph. Neither of them had on
a seat belt of any kind, and as she came out of a turn, the plane turned
over sharply and headed for the bay nose-down. She and her passenger both fell to their deaths in front of the horrified crowd. Blanche
Stuart Scott was in the air at that moment and the sight of the acciContinued on Page 2
dent nearly caused her to faint in mid-flight.
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RUTH LAW first rode in a plane July 1, 1912, soloed
in August of that year, and got her license in November.
She saw Harriet Quimby’s fatal flight, but was determined to fly anyway. She got a Curtiss pusher “Loop
Model” and started performing aerobatics at Daytona
Beach. On November 19 & 20, 1915, she broke three
records all in a single 590 mile flight from Chicago to
New York: the U.S. non-stop cross country record; the
world’s non-stop cross-country flight for women; and
the world’s second best non-stop cross country flight.
In 1917, after the U.S. entry into WWI, she fought for women to pilot aircraft in battle. That did
not go over well in Washington, but they did recognize the value of having a female pilot in
uniform at recruitment drives and bond sales. She flew exhibition flights to raise money and draw
attention to the war effort, and at one of these events she broke another record by flying to an
altitude of 14,700 feet.
BLANCHE STUART SCOTT learned to fly from
Glenn Curtiss, builder of the Curtiss Pusher aircraft.
He thought flying was something that only men
could be good at, but he didn’t want a poorly trained
woman to crash one of his planes and make him look
bad. So in 1910, at Curtiss Field on Long Island,
Blanche Scott learned to fly.
While training with Curtiss she couldn’t get the aircraft to do more than short hops above the ground.
One day while inspecting the aircraft without Curtiss
present, she spied a small piece of wood wedged under the throttle level. She thought that would
impede the lever’s range of motion and limit the flying ability of the aircraft. She removed the
wood, started the plane, and after roaring down the runway she was aloft! Though in the air just a
short time, she had earned her spot in history as the first American woman to solo in a heavierthan-air machine.
She teamed up with exhibition fliers and toured the country for six years. A daredevil, she liked to
fly upside down beneath bridges and do a “Death Dive,” where she zoomed toward earth from
4,000 feet and only leveled off at 200 feet above the ground. It must have been exhilarating to see.
She kept flying until 1916. While recuperating from an accident, she thought about her flying career and decided to retire. She saw many of her pilot friends die over the years and her early retirement from the sport is likely why she was able to live to the age of 81. Oh, one other thing: she
was the first woman to drive an auto across the United States (there were less than 300 miles of
paved road in the entire country at the time). She never let the socially imposed limitations on her
gender, or the expectations of other people, prevent her from doing the things she wanted to do.
Holden, Henry M., and Lori Griffith. Ladybirds: The Untold Story of Women Pilots in America. Freedom, NJ: Black Hawk Pub., 18-28, 37-38, 15-17.
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RANDOM FLIGHT
By President Doug Kindred
Looks like spring is finally here. Warm, partly cloudy days with showers here and there are the
forecast of the day. “GOOD FLYING WEATHER” if you ask me. The annual meeting was a
great success even though we didn’t have the turn-out I would have liked. The induction of B.B. Smith
into the Oregon Aviation Hall of Fame was well done by Tim Talen. Interestingly enough, since the ceremony we keep finding more items of interest on Captain Smith to add to the file. He truly was a pioneer in
aviation in the Northwest.
Now it’s time to focus on the upcoming season. Wings N’ Wheels is first, followed by the Annual Meeting of the Oregon Antique and Classic Aircraft Club and Oregon Air Tour. Then the next weekend is the
Globe Swift Fly-in and two weeks after that is the 38th Annual Stearman Fly-in. Looks like a very busy
summer. Which brings me to my next point: WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!! People to host the museum on
Saturdays, as well as help out with the events i.e.: managing the gift shop sales, helping to spruce up the
facility before events (and clean up afterward), and for those events with paid admission, collecting money
at the gate.
There is now heat in the hangar. I know, it’s not gonna help now that winter is over but I’d like folks to be
thinking about things to do next fall and winter for activities. We could host film festivals or make contact
with local schools and set up educational programs. All ideas are greatly appreciated.
Happy Flying and enjoy the upcoming summer.

2016 Board of Directors Election Results
After counting all of the votes, we can announce your 2016 Board of Directors roster:
President Doug Kindred, Vice President Tim Talen, Secretary A. Brad Chapman, and
Directors Dorothy Austin, Eric Baldwin, Mark Baxter, Tom Cunningham, Wilbur Heath,
Roger Starr, and Annette Buswell Whittington.
We have several committees here at the OAHS, and there is room for at large members
to sit on each committee. We value your input, your ideas, your energy, and hope you
will consider joining one of the following committees. Email DJ with your interest and
she’ll connect you to the appropriate board member.
Aircraft Operations Committee
Collections Committee
Facilities Committee

Budget/Finance Committee
Events Committee
Publicity/Outreach Committee

You’ll note that we still lack a Treasurer. If you would like to help out with this very important role, or know someone who might be both interested and qualified, please let us
know. As always, you can contact us at oregonaviation.org@gmail.com.

