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ANNUAL MEETING AND PROGRAM SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 19TH
Our Mission:
The
Oregon
Aviation
Historical Society was
incorporated as the Oregon
Aviation Museum in June
1983 through the efforts of a
group of aviation enthusiasts
who recognized the need
to preserve Oregon’s rich
aviation heritage for the
EHQH¿W DQG HQMR\PHQW RI
future generations.
It’s purposes are to collect,
preserve, restore and exhibit
aviation artifacts; to develop
facilities for the restoration
and
preservation
of
artifacts, public viewing and
exhibition of the collection;
to establish and maintain
an Oregon Aviation Hall of
Fame; establish a resource
center for Oregon aviation
historical research and to
disseminate
information
about Oregon aviation
history.
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The annual meeting of the
Oregon Aviation Historical
Society will be held in Cottage
Grove, Sunday April 19,
2009 in the Cascadia Room
of the Village Green Resort.
Attendees will gather for a
no-host luncheon at 11:30am
followed by a short business
meeting and program.
The cost of the hardy luncheon
is $18.00 and includes coffee,
dessert and gratuity. The
extensive gardens at the
Village Green can be seen
from the large windows in the
comfort of the Cascadia Room.
Members are encouraged to
invite interested guests.
Please assist us in the planning
of this event by mailing your
check for $18 each to: OAHS
Annual Meeting, c/o Annette
Whittington, 555 West A
Street, Creswell, OR 97426
BY APRIL 9th.
+DQN7URKZLWKKLV¿UVWDLUSODQH

Our program will be presented by Lorraine Gabel, Ph.D. of Independence, Oregon.
Lorraine is the daughter of “Hank Troh, Pioneer Aviation Enthusiast,” Gresham
Outlook, 1959. Lorraine has just written a book, Troh’s Air Taxi, Time Flies, Why
Don’t You? It covers her dad’s aviation career from just before 1930 through 1960 and
includes people, places and planes of a special time in Oregon’s aviation history.
(continued on page 7)
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RANDOM FLIGHT
By Roger Starr

We hear and read a lot about the need for the aviation
community to encourage potential new pilots to
take the plunge into the world of aviation. This is
important to most of us who are already involved to
ensure that what we have accomplished or archived
is carried through to the next generations.
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The OAHS Newsletter is published by the
Society (PO Box 553, Cottage Grove, OR
97424) and edited by Roger Starr for the
EHQH¿WRIWKHPHPEHUV0HPEHU
contributions are encouraged but should
UHODWHWR2UHJRQDYLDWLRQKLVWRU\
&RQWHQWV2$+6
ZZZRUHJRQDYLDWLRQRUJ

,W WDNHV VRPHRQH ZKR LV XQVHO¿VK WR WDNH WKDW QH[W
generation by the collar and lead them through the trials, tribulations and joys of
aviation for a hobby or perhaps a career. Take a good look at the picture below.
What do you see? Yes, there is the Boeing 40C airplane and Addison Pemberton,
second from left. Most of the other folks are probably from around Bellefonte,
3HQQV\OYDQLDZKHUHWKLVVKRWZDVWDNHQDWWKH¿UVWVWRSRQWKHWULS$GGLVRQDQG
others took last September to recreate airmail travel in the early part of the last
century.
What about the young
“pilot” in the cockpit?
This is probably the most
apt photo I have seen that
speaks loud and clear of
what Addison espouses.
He enthusiastically shares
his wonderful creation
with as many people as
possible. Some restorers
of such rare machines
would be aghast if a
mere child even asked to
climb up and look inside
WKHFRFNSLW1RW$GGLVRQ7KDWLVFDOOHGDQH[WUHPHO\XQVHO¿VKDFWLQP\ERRN
I am just completely “blown away” by what this image represents.
To a similar degree, I view anyone who volunteers to make an organization such
as your Society a thriving worthwhile effort. One can not thank them enough.
From the volunteer board to the volunteer sweeper, they are all essential.
When you read Carol Skinner’s article about our recent receipt of many artifacts
IURPWKHIDPLO\RIDQ2UHJRQERUQ:$63UHÀHFWEDFNRQKRZWKLVFDPHDERXW
Not by happenstance, but by a solid foundation being laid by Carol and others
that demonstrated to the family that we were worthy of this gift. So it is now up
to us to ensure that our legacy is passed on to the next generation. That means
PRUHXQVHO¿VKYROXQWHHUHIIRUWIURPHYHQPRUHDQGGLIIHUHQWYROXQWHHUV
Is this another plea for you to consider volunteering? Sure, but maybe you are
not able to for a number of reasons. Could you encourage those who are able
WKURXJK\RXUFRQWLQXHG¿QDQFLDOVXSSRUW"<HVDQG,KDYHVHHQDQGIHOWZKDW
that does to help buoy the moral around the History Center. Maybe you know
someone who would enjoy volunteering but is not aware of the opportunity.
Encourage them, or let us know of that person so we can make a contact.
Remember, Addison and the Boeing 40 are coming to the Oregon Aviation
History Center this summer. Look inside, plan to come and ask him about the
ÀLJKWPHQWLRQHGDERYH
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The following is part of an article appearing in Air Classics, Volume 45, Number 3 and is reprinted by permission.
Ken Jernstedt is a 2003 inductee of the Oregon Aviation Hall of Fame®, sponsored by the Society. For the service
to his country, partly related in this article, and a lifetime of service to his community and state we are proud to
be able to bring you this article. Ken resides in Hood River, Oregon.

TIGER ATTACK AT MOULMEIN
By Bob Bergin
$VN ZKLFK$PHULFDQ9ROXQWHHU *URXS $9*  )O\LQJ7LJHU DFWLRQV ZHUH WKH PRVW VLJQL¿FDQW DQG WKUHH FRPH
immediately to mind: The Battle of Rangoon where the Tigers won their fame; the Tigers’ surprise raid on the
Japanese Air Force Headquarters at Chiang Mai; and the Salween River Gorge where the Tigers stopped the
Japanese Army from advancing into China. There are other actions, not as well known perhaps, that should also
EHUHPHPEHUHG2QHWKDWVKRXOGEHSXWQHDUWKHWRSRIWKHOLVWLVWKH7LJHUV¶DWWDFNRQWZR-DSDQHVHKHOGDLU¿HOGV
in Burma near the city of Moulmein.
The Moulmein raid was not a planned operation like the Chiang Mai raid, but a quick strike on a target of
opportunity. It took place on 19 March 1942, and was carried out by two Third Squadron pilots, Flight leaders
Bill Reed and Ken Jernstedt. Reed was an Army pilot when he signed up with the AVG; Jernstedt was a Marine.
Both had participated in the early air battles over Rangoon in December 1941; each was credited with three aerial
victories.
In March 1942, Moulmein was a city of about 50,000, sited near the mouth of the Salween River, across the Gulf
of Martaban from Burma’s capital at Rangoon. It was the center of
the teak and the rice trade, and the British had been there since the
1820s. In January 1941, when the Japanese Army came across the
hills from Thailand, it was at Moulmein where the British Army
decided to make a stand. The Japanese took the city in 24-hrs,
DQGFRQWLQXHGWKHLUPDUFKXSWKHSHQLQVXOD%\WKHHQGRIWKH¿UVW
week of March, they were in Rangoon.
On 27 February, with the Japanese Army approaching the city and
the British evacuating, the AVG moved its P-40s out of Rangoon.
The AVG’s new base of operations in Burma would be the British
5$)DLU¿HOGDW0DJZHPLWRWKHQRUWK5HHGDQG-HUQVWHGW
were among the Third Squadron pilots sent to reinforce First
6TXDGURQSLORWVZKRKDGEHHQEULHÀ\EDVHGWKHUH
Magwe was distant from the main action, and Ken Jernstedt was
recently asked if the raid on Moulmein came about - as sometimes
suggested – to escape the boredom that set in after the Third
Squadron arrived at Magwe. Jernstedt said, “I don’t recall anything
OLNHWKDW:KDW,UHPHPEHULVWKDWWKHÀLJKWZDVDUHFRQQDLVVDQFH .HQ-HUQVWHGWVHDWHGDWFHQWHUZLWKIHOORZ)O\LQJ7LJHUV
mission. Our commander, Gen. Chennault, wanted to know what the Japanese were doing down on the Peninsula
along the Gulf of Martaban. He had information that they were getting ready for something and talked with
“Oley” Olson and Bill Reed. Oley was our Squadron Leader. He didn’t particularly want to go on the mission, so
Bill Reed asked me to go along. Oley was a different kind of squadron leader, a very good one, I thought. He left
DORWRIWKLQJVXSWRWKHÀLJKWOHDGHUVOHWWKHPPDNHWKHLURZQGHFLVLRQV´(continued on page 4)
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Bill Reed was from Marion, Iowa, and Jernstedt from Hood River (Carlton ed.), Oregon. As AVG pilots they
RIWHQÀHZWRJHWKHUDQGZHUHJUHDWIULHQGV³%LOO5HHGZDVDJRRGSLORW´-HUQVWHGWUHPHPEHUHG³9HU\SHUVRQDEOH
and well-liked. We played together in the AVG’s softball league. We were both pitchers and alternated pitching
DQGSOD\LQJ¿UVWEDVH7KH7KLUG6TXDGURQZRQWKH$9*FKDPSLRQVKLS:HKDGDJUHDWWLPH´
Jernstedt may not remember all the details of the raid on Moulmein – it was a fast and furious action – but he
GRHVUHFDOOWKHPLVVLRQ³7KHGD\EHIRUHRQ0DUFKZHÀHZWRRXUROGWUDLQLQJEDVHGRZQDW7RXQJRR7KH
Japanese Army’s advance had not reached there yet, and the area along the gulf that we wanted to look over was
within easy striking distance from there. We stayed over the night to be ready for an early takeoff”
³:HJRWXSDERXW¿YHR¶FORFNLQWKHPRUQLQJ,WZDVSLWFKGDUNZKHQZHWRRNRII7KHUHZHUHORWVRIVWDUVDQG
the North Star was sitting right above the end of the runway. I just kept my eye on the old North Star, and when
,JRWXSWRÀ\LQJVSHHG,SXOOHGRIIDQGMRLQHGXSRQ5HHGDQGZHKHDGHGRXW´
7KHWZR7LJHUVÀHZVRXWKDWIWRQDFRXUVHWKDWWRRNWKHPDORQJWKHHDVWVLGHRI5DQJRRQ:KHQWKH\VDZ
the city, they turned east, across the Gulf of Martaban and in
the direction of Moulmein. In his combat report, Reed noted
that, “just before going over the gulf, we encountered a thick
overcast.” They kept under the clouds and the mist to keep an
eye on the gulf below, and “headed for a point about l20-mi
south of Moulmein.” When they got there, they picked up the
road and railroad that led into the city and started following
them. About ten miles south of Moulmein, they spotted a
VPDOODLU¿HOG
Jernstedt remembers: “It was still early morning, and we had
HYHU\WKLQJWRRXUVHOYHV$VZHPDGHRXWWKHDLU¿HOGZHFRXOG
see that the Japanese were preparing for something. They had
their airplanes lined up on either side of the runway, a whole
ÀRFN RI WKHP  %LOO DQG , ZHQW ULJKW GRZQ  :H WRRN WXUQV
going up one side and down the other. It was amazing! All
those airplanes were lined up so that you just couldn’t miss. It
was just like shooting pumpkins.”

.HQ-HUQVWHGWOHIWUHPLQLVFLQJZLWK0\URQ³%X]´%XVZHOODWWKHLU
LQGXFWLRQFHUHPRQ\

In his combat report Reed estimated at least 30 Japanese airplanes parked on either side of the airstrip. On his
¿UVWSDVVKHVWUDIHGXSRQHVLGHRIWKH¿HOGDQGVHWWZR¿JKWHUVRQ¿UH+HWKRXJKWWKH\ZHUH$UP\7\SHV
7KHQKHFURVVHGRYHUDQGVWUDIHGGRZQWKHRSSRVLWHVLGHRIWKHVWULS+HFRQFHQWUDWHGKLV¿UHRQZKDWDSSHDUHG
WREHDFDPRXÀDJHGWUDQVSRUWDQGVDZVWULNHVIURPERWKKLVDQGFDOJXQVRQWKHWUDQVSRUWEXWKHFRXOG
QRWVHWLWD¿UH
$WWKHHQGRIWKHUXQZD\KHFURVVHGWRWKHRWKHUVLGHRIWKH¿HOGWKDWKHKDGKLWRQ¿UVWSDVV+HFRQFHQWUDWHG
RQWKHOLQHGXS¿JKWHUVEXWDJDLQFRXOGQRWJHWD¿UHJRLQJ$WWKHHQGRIWKDWOLQHKHFURVVHGRYHUDJDLQWRWKH
opposite side and headed back for the transport he had hit earlier. It was not burning, but the gear had collapsed.
5HHGWKRXJKWKHKDGSUREDEO\JRWWHQDKLWLQWKHK\GUDXOLFV$VKHSDVVHGRYHUWKHOLQHRI¿JKWHUVKHFRQFHQWUDWHG
RQRQHDLUSODQHZDWFKHGSLHFHVÀ\IURPLWDQGVDZWKHFDQRS\WHDUDSDUW:KHQKHFURVVHGDJDLQWRWKHRWKHUVLGH
KHRQFHDJDLQIRFXVHGRQDVLQJOHSODQHDQGSLHFHVÀHZLQWKHDLUDVWKHODQGLQJJHDUFROODSVHG$IWHUWKLVSDVV
5HHGWXUQHGWRWKHQRUWKWRZDUG0RXOPHLQ:KHQKHORRNHGEDFNWKHUHZHUH¿YHDLUSODQHVEXUQLQJ
(continued on page 5)
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:KHQ 5HHG ZDV À\LQJ XS RQH VLGH RI WKH ¿HOG -HUQVWHGW ZDV À\LQJ GRZQ WKH RWKHU KHDGLQJ LQ WKH RSSRVLWH
direction – a racetrack pattern. As the attack was not planned, what had determined that tactic, and how did the
two pilots coordinate? “That was just our learned tactics,” Jernstedt said, “an automatic thing that we would do in
that kind of situation. We picked our tactics up from Chennault. He taught us a lot, and he was always right.”
,QKLVFRPEDWUHSRUW-HUQVWHGWQRWHVWKDWRQKLV¿UVWSDVVKHVHWRQH¿JKWHUDOLJKWDQG³VFDWWHUHGOHDGXSWKHOLQH
of planes.” On his second pass, a transport plane “folded up on the ground after receiving the main part of my
¿UH´2QKLVWKLUGSDVV-HUQVWHGWKLWVHYHUDOSODQHVDQGZDWFKHGSLHFHVÀ\IURPWKHP2QKLVIRXUWKSDVVKHVHW
RQHERPEHURQ¿UHDQGVDZRWKHUSODQHVWDNHKLWV2QKLV¿IWKSDVVKHVDZD¿JKWHU³FUXPSOHWRWKHJURXQG´DQG
ZDWFKHGSDUWVÀ\IURPWKHHQJLQH2QKLVVL[WKDQGODVWSDVVKHVHWDQRWKHU¿JKWHURQ¿UHDQG³VSUD\HGXSWKH
OLQH´$VKHWXUQHGQRUWKWRMRLQ5HHGKHVDZDWOHDVW¿YHODUJH¿UHVRQWKH¿HOG
$IWHUWKH\WXUQHGQRUWK5HHGKDGMXVWHQRXJKWLPHWRFKDUJHKLVJXQVZKHQKHVDZWKHPDLQDLU¿HOGDW0RXOPHLQ
7KHUHZHUHDWOHDVW-DSDQHVHDLUSODQHVSDUNHGRQWKH¿HOG-HUQVWHGWVDZWKHPDQGWKRXJKWPRVWZHUHERPEHUV
5HHGWXUQHGZHVWWRPDNHKLV¿UVWUXQ+HGRHVQRWGHVFULEHWKHUHVXOWVRIWKDWUXQLQKLVFRPEDWUHSRUWEXWQRWHV
WKDWWKHUHZHUH³IRXUDLUSODQHVDEOD]HRQWKH¿HOG´ZKHQ-HUQVWHGWFRPSOHWHGKLVSDVV
There were “quite a few anti-aircraft bursts” now, but Reed decided to try again. On this run he had only one
 DQG WZR FDO JXQV ¿ULQJ´ EXW VHW DQ ³$UP\ ´ ¿JKWHU RQ ¿UH  +H ORRNHG IRU WKH DQWLDLUFUDIW JXQ
HPSODFHPHQWV¿ULQJDWWKH¿JKWHUVEXWFRXOGQRW¿QGWKHP7KHFORVHVWEXUVWZDVDERXW\GVDZD\$VKH
SXOOHGXSIURPWKH¿HOGKHFRXQWHG¿YHDLUSODQHVEXUQLQJ+HORRNHGIRU-HUQVWHGWWKHQEXWFRXOGQRWVSRWKLP
He picked up the road and railroad line heading north, and followed them, continuing his reconnaissance mission.
He landed at Toungoo, and found that Jernstedt had landed just before he did.
:KHQ-HUQVWHGWVWDUWHGKLVSDVVRQWKH0RXOPHLQDLU¿HOGKHVDZD¿JKWHUZDUPLQJXSFRQFHQWUDWHGKLV¿UHRQLW
DQGVDZLWEXUVWLQWRÀDPHV$VKHSDVVHGRYHUDKDQJDUKHWULHGWRKLWLWZLWKDVPDOOLQFHQGLDU\ERPEKHFDUULHG
LQWKH3¶VÀDUHFRPSDUWPHQW,WZDVWKH¿UVWWHVWRIDQHZLGHDDQGLWZRUNHG7KHERPEIHOOVKRUWDQGPLVVHG
WKHKDQJDUEXWLWVWUXFND7\SHERPEHUSDUNHGLQIURQWDQGVHWLWRQ¿UH+HDOVRVDZWKHDQWLDLUFUDIW¿UH³WKH
shells bursting as low as 200-ft.” He saw Reed making his second pass, and then, as Reed pulled away, he spotted
two Japanese aircraft taking off.
-HUQVWHGWWXUQHGQRUWKDQGVWDUWHGEDFNWRZDUG7RXQJRR+HVDZ¿YHDLUSODQHVEXUQLQJRQWKH¿HOGDQGGLGQRW
see Reed again until after he landed at Toungoo. Once on the ground, Jernstedt found he had a single bullet hole
in his left wing while Reed also found one bullet hole in his airplane.
“When we got back, we put in for destroying 15 Japanese airplanes between us,” Jernstedt said. “We thought
we probably destroyed and damaged more than that.” In his combat report, Jernstedt claimed one transport, two
ERPEHUVDQGIRXU¿JKWHUVGHVWUR\HG5HHGFODLPHGRQHWUDQVSRUWWZRERPEHUVDQG¿YH¿JKWHUV
“Chennault thought we did a heck of a good job,” Jernstedt recalled. “He sent us a cable that said: ‘Congratulations,
you set a new world record in airplane destruction.’ Bill and I felt very good about the whole thing.”
The AVG paid bonuses for all 15 aircraft at $500 each. Jernstedt noted that for the AVG pilots to get paid bonuses
DWWKDWVWDJHRIWKHZDUWKH%ULWLVKKDGWREHLQYROYHGLQWKHFRQ¿UPDWLRQSURFHVVDQGWKH%ULWLVKDJUHHGZLWKWKH
number he and Reed claimed.
Chennault described the raid in his memoir, Way of a Fighter. He wrote that Jernstedt and Reed were credited
with “the highest individual bags ever scored by AVG pilots,” and adds “the Japanese apparently never suspected
RXU¿JKWHUVFRXOGSHQHWUDWHVRGHHSO\LQWRWKHLUWHUULWRU\´
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UPCOMING EVENTS
The 31stDQQXDO6WHDUPDQÀ\LQKRVWHGE\\RXU2UHJRQ$YLDWLRQ+LVWRULFDO6RFLHW\ZLOOWDNHSODFH-XO\$XJXVW
2 at the Oregon Aviation History Center located on Jim Wright Field, Cottage Grove Airport. Early indications
are for a large turnout of Stearman biplanes originally used to train aviation cadets during WWII.
$QH[WUDVSHFLDODWWUDFWLRQZLOOEHWKHDSSHDUDQFHRIWKHRQO\À\LQJ
%RHLQJ&5HVWRUHGRZQHGDQGÀRZQE\$GGLVRQ3HPEHUWRQRI
Spokane, Washington the Boeing will be on display for all to enjoy.
:HZLOODOVREHRIIHULQJWZRÀLJKWVRIWZRSHRSOHHDFKLQWKH&
7KHSURFHHGVIURPWKHVHÀLJKWVZLOOKHOSVXSSRUWWKH6RFLHW\,I
you have a suggestion of how best to promote and administer this
fund raising opportunity, please let us know. Watch our website,
oregonaviation.org, for details.
$GGLVRQ3HPEHUWRQDQGKLV%RHLQJ&UHWXUQLQJIURP
DQRWKHUÀLJKWEDFNLQWLPH

+++++++++++++++

7KH2UHJRQ$QWLTXHDQG&ODVVLF$LUFUDIW&OXEZLOODJDLQKROGLWVÀ\LQDQGDQQXDOPHHWLQJDWWKH+LVWRU\&HQWHU
on July 17-19. Come see some unique aircraft and visit with their owners. Cottage Grove will be holding their
annual Bohemia Mining Days plus an Oregon Sesquicentennial celebration at the same time. This would be a
great opportunity to take in both events.

AN OREGON WASP
%\&DURO6NLQQHU

In 2003 the remains of a BT-13 were recovered by four OAHS members from the mountains of southern Oregon.
The basic training aircraft was piloted by Paula Loop, a WASP (Women Airforce Service Pilots) who died in the
FUDVKZKLOHRQWKHIHUU\ÀLJKW+HUIULHQGDQGIHOORZ:$63-HUU\+DUGPDQ-RUGDQDFFRPSDQLHGWKHERG\KRPH
WR2NODKRPD$WWKHWLPHWKH:$63GLGQRWTXDOLI\IRUPLOLWDU\IXQHUDOVRUGHDWKEHQH¿WV
The Society was recently contacted by Melissa Jordan, Jerry Hardman’s daughter, to inquire if OAHS was interested
in receiving her mother’s WASP artifacts. Of course, the answer was an immediate ‘yes’. Arrangements were
made to meet with some of Jerry’s children at the Aviation History Center on February 7th. Daughters Melissa
Jordan, Bethesda, MD; Betsy Jordan-Montgomery, Cambridge, IL; and son Michael Jordan, Frankfurt, Germany
were received by OAHS board members Wilbur Heath and Hal Skinner, and archivist Carol Skinner. The group
spent two and one-half hours talking about Jerry and the WASP.
Jerry Hardman was born in Haines, OR in a log cabin on property homesteaded by her great-grandfather. She
OHDUQHGWRÀ\LQD6WHDUPDQDW2QWDULR25DQGMRLQHGWKH:$63DWWKHDJHRI
Several important artifacts were delivered to OAHS by Jerry’s children, including a very rare graduation
announcement in excellent condition for Jerry’s class 43-W-5, the 5th class to graduate from WASP training in
1943. Melissa indicated she had much more memorabilia that will be sent to OAHS later.
OAHS is extremely grateful to the Jordan family for choosing the Oregon Aviation Historical Society as the
repository for their mother’s WASP items. We plan for them to be included in an exhibit dedicated to Oregon
women who served as WASP during World War II.
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Here is a brief history of her parent’s unique career in aviation. Please come listen and see the entire story as told
by one who witnessed the story she tells.
+HQU\ +DQN  7URK DQG ZLIH *HUWUXGH 5XWK  9DOHQWLQH PDUULHG MXVW IRXU GD\V DIWHU +DQN ERXJKW KLV ¿UVW
DLUSODQHD&.%LUG+HVWDUWHGÀ\LQJLQ
1931 with Cecil Pounder Flying Service
in Parkrose. Hank and Ruth partnered
building a business from barnstorming
at county fairs to establishing one of
WKH3RUWODQGDUHD¶VROGHVWÀLJKWWUDLQLQJ
schools and aviation service businesses.
They operated Troh’s Airport at 181st
and Division Street from 1934 until
1946. When the war shut down general
aviation on the west coast and the Air
Defense Zone was established (1942),
the airport was one of only two that
could store aircraft without disassembly.
During the years that general aviation
was grounded, Hank took a job with
Tex Rankin Flight Academy in Tulare,
California, where he instructed primary
ÀLJKW VNLOOV LQ 6WHDUPDQ DLUFUDIW IRU
PRUH WKDQ ¿IW\ FDGHWV LQ WKH WZR DQG +DQN7URKFHQWHUDQGFDGHWVDW7H[5DQNLQ)OLJKW$FDGHP\LQIURQWRI6WHDUPDQSULPDU\WUDLQHU
half years there, early 1942 to mid-1944.
Upon resuming operation of his airport in the spring of 1945, he met Harold Wagner. Together they developed a
new airport on a one hundred acre parcel, about two miles closer to Portland, described as a “$100,000.00 Airport
to Serve You.” The new airport, Troh’s Skyport, stayed in business for thirteen years until it closed in July 1959.
Hank then built his “Airport in the Sky”, which he named Troh’s Nest, located in Clackamas County. Hank can
be credited with developing and operating three airports with plans for a fourth.
+DQNSURYLGHG¿UVWULGHVWRWKRXVDQGVRI2UHJRQUHVLGHQWVGXULQJKLVWKLUW\IRXU\HDUVLQEXVLQHVV+LVÀLJKW
school instructors assisted him in licensing hundreds of pilots in the northwest. As a Piper Aircraft Dealer and
advocate for general aviation, he demonstrated innovative uses for aircraft in the region. He had tallied up far
more than 10,000 hours in the air with an estimated 7,000 as instructor. Hank received many awards from his
students claiming he was “The Best Instructor in the Northwest from all the students of the Airport.” His greatest
OHJDF\LVUHÀHFWHGLQWKHJURZWKRIDYLDWLRQDQGWKHZLGHUDQJHRIXVHVKLVVWXGHQWVSXWWRWKHVNLOOVDQGLGHDOV
they obtained in his tutelage. Hank died at an early age from a brain tumor in 1968, which prevented his realizing
even greater achievements.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------)RUPHPEHUVKLSLQIRUPDWLRQSOHDVHJRWRRXUZHEVLWHwww.oregonaviation.org
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Join OAHS!
If you’re not yet a member, we invite you to join the Society in its
efforts to preserve and celebrate Oregon Aviation History. Fill in the
blanks and return to: OR Aviation Historical Society
0/ "OX  s #OTTAGE 'ROVE /2 
Contributor - $100 Sustaining - $50 Family - $35 Associate - $25
Name ____________________________________________ Date_______________
Address ________________________ Home Phone (_____)______-__________
#ITY______________________________________
Y
State ______Zip ____________
#URRENT&ORMER /CCUPATION __________________________________________
I am Interested in Volunteering_______________________________________
Skills and Interests __________________________________________________

Oregon Aviation Historical Society
PO Box 553
Cottage Grove, OR 97424
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

